
“Let my people go!” 

It’s perhaps the best known sentence in the Bible after John 3:16. From Charlton Heston’s Ten 
Commandments to Disney’s Prince of Egypt, generations are familiar with that one line and with 
the story of the exodus in one form or another, even if they’ve never read the book of Exodus. 
It’s a powerful sentence, a bold command filled with passion and more than a touch of righteous 
indignation.

But it’s only a third of the sentence. 

“Thus says the LORD, ‘Let my people go, that they may serve me.’” (Exodus 5:1)

That’s the whole sentence, and it’s God speaking through Moses. Moses isn’t demanding the 
release of his people, he’s demanding the release of God’s  people, speaking because God told 
him to. And he isn’t demanding merely that they be released from slavery, but that they released 
to enter into a relationship with him, to serve him as his people and become a blessing to all the 
nations.

When God calls us out of one circumstance, He’s calling us into another. For a purpose. 

We’ve all found ourselves in bad circumstances. I’m sure most of us have prayed for release 
from those situations- whether it’s a job, a school, a relationship, or the lack of any of those 
things. When I’m in the middle of something terrible, I just want OUT. It’s hard for me to think 
much about the purpose God has for me in the midst of difficulty. Or about the fact that I’m 
being prepared for what he has next. “Let me GO!” is all I can think.

But “let me go” is only a third of the picture. What does God say about the place I’m in? And 
when he does call me out of my ugly circumstance, what is it he’s calling me to? If all I care 
about is being released from my difficult situation, I’m not ready to go out into the wilderness 
and serve God. He’s got to get my heart in the right place first. Like the Israelites had to trust 
God in that first Passover, I have to trust him with very little to go on sometimes. Where are we 
going? What will we do? How will we get there? I don’t know, and God doesn’t owe me any 



answers. He says “trust me.” And only after I’ve learned to trust him will I be ready to follow him 
out into the wilderness, to serve him, to be a blessing.

God’s called us not just out of the darkness of sin but into the light, into relationship with him. So 
as we pray for release from the painful circumstances of life, let’s pray toward the purpose that 
God has for us as his people, to serve him and to be a blessing to the nations.


